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INFOSHEET 2     WHAT TO LOOK FOR - A BUYERS GUIDE  

“I am thinking of buying a Wuppetshell 28, what should I be looking for?” Well, if you can find one, that would be pretty good!  More seriously, this is an often asked question, but surprisingly, or not, the answer is very similar, irrespective of boat, & as often as not, first impressions should count.

For example, you are wandering around a boatyard in the depths of winter (when boats do look their worst), & you spy your “Wuppetshell”. Are the sails still bent, on the boat?  Nothing can ruin an expensive piece of equipment, your “engine” what is more, than that. What does that say about the rest of the boats maintenance?

Anyway, what about Jaguars?

There are no weakness’ specific to these boats, however there are several points that bear attention; more possibly due to the boats age than anything else, & may therefore be applicable to almost any boat of similar vintage. The structure of these boats is dealt with on the JOA website, specific to each model, so won’t be repeated in depth here. However there is a consistency as they are predominantly orthopthalic resin for Catalina derivatives, isopthalic for Mullins & Thomas designs, laid up by hand, solid hull with a balsa core sandwich deck. 

The range has deck stepped masts with either fractional or masthead rigs, inboard diesel engines or outboard petrol engines, & a variety of keel options, swing, lift, twin or fin! Unlike a lot of their contemporaries, the whole of the Jaguar range, are known for their excellent sailing characteristics.

 Not quite first things first, but, sometime or other, when you’re getting serious about a boat, please be advised to contract the services of a surveyor. A good surveyor (by recommendation, or as per JOA Recommended Service & Supplier Guide, free to members) will provide a comprehensive condition report, listing many faults you would not be able to recognize, & details for rectification. It will not include sails or engine, apart from visually, unless specifically requested & arranged. Rigging will be visual. Hull, deck, fittings & below, will be detailed. Quite often the surveyors fee will be reclaimed in an adjusted price should a sale go ahead. The prospective purchaser will be expected to bear the cost of lifting the boat out of the water if required.

Outside, visual inspection of the boat: does the boat LOOK cared for? For instance, if it’s winter, the boat is out on hardstanding: are the sails still bent on? Not much damages sails more than leaving them on the boat, rigged, so what might that suggest about other aspects of the boats maintenance? Has the boat been cleaned since haul out…..does it LOOK loved? Or just abandoned for the winter? Remember, we are just having a cursory look………

Are there any outward obvious signs of damage to the hull? Some light crazing may be expected in high stress areas such as outside the bulkheads, bases of stanchions, & rigging bases. This is the sort of thing the surveyor should pick up, & determine the extent thereof. Are there any signs of repairs to the hull? People will talk in abject terror about osmosis, which at it worst causes delamination of the glassfibre itself. It can sometimes be suggested by areas of little “blisters” that can sometimes be found. It too (dependant on degree & therefore cost), is repairable. It is caused by water ingress as glassfibre is permeable to water over the years. This is something a survey should identify, & is therefore beyond the scope of this sheet, or any cursory inspection. (See below)  A swing keel yacht will need the keel & pivot inspected. (By the surveyor?)

On deck: similarly, although we can expect winter grime and dirt, are the halyards left rigged, to go green & mouldy? What state, if applicable is the deck paint in? All of this so far is just subjective minor stuff, in itself easily rectified: but COULD give an indication of the general care, or lack of, given to the yacht. What are the stanchions like, any evidence of damage such as crazing at the bases, stanchions not perpendicular? Are the guard wires frayed? Look at where the rigging connects to the deck, are the bottlescrews completely sealed with tape? (traps moisture, therefore increases corrosion), is there any crazing/deformity on deck?. Look up the mast; does everything look ok, what are the spreaders like? Are they bisecting the shrouds? The mast step can depress; not a problem in itself, but if the deck is significantly delaminating, & there is water rotting the balsa core of the deck, then that is a problem. Does the deck move or squeak underfoot? What are the general fixtures & deck fittings like?

By now you’ll be getting an idea of the boat, so let’s get the keys & look

Below decks:  again, has everything been left in over winter? Have electrical bits such as radios/gps’ been removed? What is the general condition? Is there a dehumidifier running below decks?  Is it clean & dry? Have a look in the lockers, (and the cockpit ones!) are they all ship shape & dry, or damp & “manky”?

I always think the lockers say a lot about the boat & the owner….. 

Any signs of water ingress? Look by deck fittings & windows, check also keel bolts, are they clean & dry if not epoxy sealed? What is the engine compartment like? What is the anchor locker like? What of the heads (sweet…or not?) & the seacocks, are they free or seized? (If you moved them, make SURE you leave them closed!). Is the pipe work double clipped (a lovely sign), or are the pipes held on with just a rusty jubilee clip on its own?

As has often been said before, there are not many, if any weaknesses or points to be aware of with specific reference to Jaguar Yachts, other than those applicable to any yacht of a comparable age.

Now we are at the point when you will be deciding whether you want to look at the boat in detail, & determine the inventory. This will include sails, dinghies, outboards, electrical equipment & so forth. You may want to hear the engine(s) running or consider a sail. But you should definitely consider the services of a reputable surveyor, who will do a detailed examination of the boat, & will have an understanding of the engineering in the boat’s construction, & will therefore be able to identify problems & /or resolutions to problems that you would not have found yourself. Quite often, in the event of purchasing a boat, the surveyor’s fees are recoverable in a modified sale price.

Surveyors are often recommended locally or can be found in the yachting monthlies.

Also see the Member Recommended Service & Supplier Directory, supplied free of charge to all members. (£12 to non members, which will also include a years membership to the Association.)

Further reading/information can also be obtained from visiting www.yachtsurvey.com which appears on our Links page. Details of the Jaguar range of yachts are available on the association web site, with boat tests, photographs, & structural details. The website has full & unrestricted access to all, whether members of the Association or not.

*Please note that this sheet is designed as a guidance tool only.  Manuals are available for some models through the Jaguar Owners Association. If you are in any doubt, seek further advice or help, boatyards are FULL of good advice, readily & freely given, as is the JOA website message board, which has free unlimited access. No liability will be accepted by the author or the Jaguar Owners Association.

www.jaguar-yachts.info
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